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AIR MAIL . o4  Anglo=Jos Houss,
: e Bukuru via Jos,
July 16, 1943

Dear Family:

On Monday July 12 we left home for the Iddo station,
aceompanied by Emmanuel our temporary smell boy, Josiah
the cook, and little Willie (the last two came along for
the excitement). Also five bags and a small trunk,
thoroughly prepared for 2 two-weeks voyage, Bill Bruns
took us down in our car. We had 2 compartment to oursslves,
lucklily. Others didn't . We were just in time for luneh,
which we had with 2 couple named Betuel, who are going up
to Kano to be . magistrate.

All went well, and bafore dinner ghe Betuels and the
two of us playsd Monopoly enthusiast'““/So.%o bed, where
wa both managed to slesp fairly well luspite of the odds b
against us. After lunch (curry, with our own pebe-and (- o
Blue Ribbon beer, iced). We arrived in Minna on time,
strange to say. Previously, we had passed through mango
swamps and falirly respe ¢iable jungles, as well as Ibadan,
the second largest city in Lfrica from the population
standpolnt. £Hather bush, from any standpoint. At Jebba
we crossed the Niger River, on a long bridge.

There is a forty-year-old proverb that anything can
happen on the Nigerian railway, but everything happened
to us after we left Minna. A bridge vwias endangered zhead
of us because of a weakenad embankment, the rains having
been heavy, so we stayed 1n Minna until midnight that day.
We got #out (the Betuels, us, and a Captain Nokle whom
we picked up along the way) and walked about a mile in
the moonlight to the loecal club. It was a thatech-roofed
affair maintained by the, twelve non-missionary Europeans
in Minna. It had a da board, 2 paneled bar, and a
main ofrd room. We gat around and drank lemon squash while
Tour minsrs played bridge, and we listened to the other
eight whitemsn singing "Roll out the Barrel" in the bar.
We left at eleven, and walked back in the cool darkness
to the traln. T he next morning we were wakened by the
steward and his tea~tray (thank heaven) at si¥ we had
arrived at the washout. The Lown Limited had arrived
also, at the other side of the bridge. We (or rather
Emmanuel) packed our bags gnd procesded to cross to the
other train, while the inhabitants of the Down Limited
switched to ours. 700 yards of terrain that could be

usgsd
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used as training ground for Commandg.. First a strsteh of
fair size rocks which I managed to navigate In highheals,
then another strstch of six-inches desp muqf} then an
embankment six feet high, also muddy. It started to rain,
whieh finished off my high heels and susde shoss. Ve
arrived at our compartment after twenty minutes, rain-sosked,
in tatters, and muddy. In our compartment, most appro-
priately, was & small tract entitlad "iords of Comfort and
Consgolatlon”, lsft by the »revious oceupant, a lady
missionary. We stayed on the spot %11l about four v.m.,
while the hmicarried all the Irieght from both trains
over. At six we apvroached a slicht up erade, and our
engina*,which was wezk ag a Kitten, began an agonizing
slowing-up process. Some small ««« black boys ran
alongside taunting the Enginser. £t last the voor old
locomotive stopped comvlately, already 16 hours late.

They unhitehed the last four cars, took us up to abiding,
repentad the proecess with the other ears, and left us on
the siding until after dinner, when it arrived back from
Kaduna with another engine. Together they got us up to
Kaduna safely. The whole time we were either enting,
gsleeping, or furiously playing nononoly We had not
bathed since lMonday morn1ng, and the breszes wafted in
soft codl smoke for four days. We got to Bukuru at three
thirty on T,ursday, 35 hours lata.

We were enchanted to see Mre. /Arnalls, 3 1um3, middle-
aged 1ady in 2 blus Jiﬂ1 and a double wblﬁe i@¥ She
piled us into her car {(a blue number, same ysar as ours.)
We climbed over the cool, wind-swept ﬂnd rocky hills to the
Tin Company's astablishmunt The country around here is
completely different from Southsrn Nigeria. hHocks,
enormous and rounded; high, castelatsd mountalins, vsry
gparse vegetation and hardly &ny treas. kather like a
heatherless northern Seotland. egnatives are either
Pagans or Hausa. The Jagaas wea¢ no clothes, inspite ol
the chillly cold, cultivate corn and groundnuts, and have
no gods except Juju. Thajbuild clay and mud roundwhousas
tovped by odd-ghaped thateh roofs that nsarly cover tham
completely. Tha:cluster these gogether im a cirele, Till
in the spaces between with mors clay, and grow high castus
hedges all around.

We' were, naturally, in, ¢rusted with the soot of four
days, weary, and spscechléss aTter three nishts of only half
hearted sleep, .it our destination we were deligchted and
emaged to sdwd a little verandahad four room cottage,
covered with bougnainville and morning glories, and
surrounded by a hedge and a neat rock gnrdsn. 411 this
for our sxclusive usge, for it was a guest eoltinge only.

The Arnall's house is about sgixty yards away down a

Tlag-stoned walk, under stone arfors, batwesn fore
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gloves, hollyhocks, mango trees, Rleme ogithe forest tress,
more bougainvillea, zinneas, and hibise In short, pretty
nearly periect. The gardens cover azbout two aeres of up-hill
and down dale rocky ground eround the houss, whieh is nearly
invisible under ite staggering weight of vinss ané Tlowers.
Towsring on two sides of the meandering gardens are two
saparata mountaing of snormous boulders, with paths Up them
end wmountain pimkas growing in the creyices. We are on a
hill top, and down the slopes arée the round, thatched mud
houses of the servents. deross a mile-wide valley is
anothsr range of parren rocky hills, and indesd evarywhere
you look are the other ribs of ths Jos Plateuz. We are
about 4,200 feet up, here, so the sun is warm while the
air is cool and claar, The Arnalls have their own cows-angd
ghéep and plgs, 80 there is plenty of meat and milk produects;
and hidden behind high bougain villea fenees, and the
natural outeropping of bouldsrs ares rows of eorn, cabbages,
pea vines; potatoes, lettuce, string basans, what will you
have? In the gardens you can pick graps frult, oranges
mangos, pewpew off the trees, Down In the valley thers is
a little hard garden, and fields of psanuts. The cook,
therefore, has plenty of seove, and is sxesllant in any
cage, Oh my, I foreot to mention ths fowls! Thare are
English hens, native chickens, turkeys, and guinez fowl,
IT you are a hunter you can shoot gazells, cobs, and
harte beést in the hills. Home, I regret to state, was
never “1ike this.

We were let out at our cottage, and immedintely divéd
into hot baths. We chenged, and Emmanuel brought tea in
wlth lovely Huntlsy and Palmer bisquits, and tomato sand-
wiches. At seven we wandered over, mst ir, arnall (florid,
complexing, silver halr). The head man (named Obl) brought
around whisksy and soda and the bottle of quinine. We
listened to the B B C's hsartening talk about Sicily, then
hed a perfectly delleious dinnsr of freeh grapefruit, fish,
steck and onions, a bottle of red Vlackenberg (South
African) wine, topped off with mixed fruit and Jjunket.

The next day I awoke with a2 nasty cold, due %o the
unaceustomad chilly weather. Mrs. Arnall drove us into
Jos, where we visited the native markets as well as John
Holts, the U.A.C. Store, and tho French Niger Trading Co.'s
grosary. We bought some Indien chutney and Madras Curry
powder, whiech are both hard to get ragularly in Lagos.

When wa eams back Mr. and Mrs. Arnall hed two pink gins
before luneh, but we are not used to it, so we had gingar
beer instead. ATter luneh I want to bed with Kleenex,
VepsX, quinine and aspérin and slspt t111l suppsr. Saturday
morning was ralny, so I had my breakfast in bsd, and only
got up in time for luneh. T he sun eame out, and Mr,
Arnall and the two of us took & long walk over the hills.
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I was very comfortable in flannel slacks, a sweater and my
Swarthmore Jjacket. We saw a baboon sitting on a rosk,
1dly scratching its heed.

Major Heller l1& up here recuperating Ifrom a severe
iliness, so he and a man named E&d Hymas of Socony Vaeuum
cam@ to dinner. Roast lamb, corn om' the, ice sreamtl
went to bad at sleven to pAamPser my cold. But we had some
interesting conversation about the local Juju cusiome, ...

So there you hnave the story thus far, My eonsidered
opinion is that 1) this is the Life, 2) Jos is a great
plaee to spend the duration in gomfort, 3) it would be e
pratty nice spot te retire to.

We Just got Poyppa's letter no.l0 and Mama's of June
23, sent up by Anita who, by the way, says that the palnters
are busy dsstroying that they may improve our apartment. It
was high time, beecausze the place was getting quite dingy
I hove also to racover the davenport and two of tha chairs
in EKeno cloth, to mateh the curtains and lamp shades.

Both letters wers lovely and most weleoms. Re all the
delightful things mother has sent over (thanﬁ?ou 80 mueh,
nmy dear!) I have just received a leittsr from one of tha
girle I worked with in Lilisbon, who is still there. I
bought and sent her two swsaters in November 1941, whieh
hurisd over to Portugal by pueh and a2rrived in Octobsr 1942.
So, a8 the ships do not come to Lagos onece a day and twice
on Sundays, there 1s really not much to worry about gat.
Williem received some Christmas presents mallsd in November,
gsome time 1in April. Happy new Flseal Ysar, as 1t were.

I wae surprised and glad to see that you hed seen my
0ld friend Donovan. We got along 20 well, and I thought
him & most sympathique soul. But psrhaps his sterling
character takes a little revealing, for not sveryonme llksd
him &0 mueh, since he sesms & trifle effate at times.

Last night tha Arnalls and we drovs out to the Socony
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Vacuum mess {for a dinner replete with Amaricanism. Unhsard
of ltems such as tomato juilce, auul@sauoa, ereamad American
cannsad corn, APPLESAUCE, APPLE pie with whipped cream and
Kraft chesse. Likewiss dslieious ham and spinsech. oOur Boys
here at lsast, ars fesling no pain, thank you. Hxesept for
fearful homesiekness. To return to ths fseet, thsre ars no
apples 1n West Africa, even uy here on the cool plateau,
where they ean grow violets and holleybocks and healthy
Buropean chlldren (and do.} It is reliably statsd that ths
apple production of Nlrerla has been lnereased this war year
to four (4), reesntly grown on a missionary trée here nesar
Jos. The irreverent snid the tree was prayed over, so it
wasn't fair on the non-missionary ameteur Tarmere.

Today we drove over to one of Mr., Arnall's tin mines,
eand I found it interesting fnspite of the Tact that I was
trying to read your two le*ters at the same time. The
individunl minss are simply snormous gougas cut out of
the sarth at spots where prelininary samples dug up in a
long tube show that there 1s snough tin to merit digeing a
"paddoek"”, as the gouges are called. Ths Tirst »addoek we
saw was being worked by *the placer (?) methode. A native
almed a violent stream of water at the hilleside, and othars
kept the resultant red-mud gtream moving towards the other
glde of the vaddoek, where the water went up a pipe to the
ground lavel and there down +ill the tin bsaring mad
sunk to the bvottom. Then long Tiles of natives take the
mud away in pans on their hseads to a2 magnetid separctor.

At the second paddoeck I was imvressed by the "Ancient
Egyptian” look of the thing. Instead of landslidss eaussd
by the loss of water there were neat segments ez off
down to the bottom of the mins, with rough step& for the
long linss of pan - toting natives %o go up and down on.
The natives wsar only cloths around their middles, and

the shape of the sidesg of the mines wers so pyramid-like,
that Egypt was in my mind. This msthod of minihg is slower
but there 1ls not enough machinery to do it all by the hose-
on=-the-gpot method.

To revert to the letters, I forgot to tell Mamme how
bleased I am that she ls sending Sandalwood soap. 1 am
using my last eake now, and love i%.

We ususlly have gussta to ~4&¢L”6f an avening. The
eooking is deliclious that I am being reluctantly foreed
to eut down in order to Torsstall tummey ackes. Good food,
beautifully ssrved by the two stewards ln long whlta zoot |
shirts with shiny brass buttons, impressive sashss, and ;
white Moslsm skull caps, The Arnalls have lovely English
silver, and the butter ls always done into round balls —
juet to show-you how things are!
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Last night we asked Obi and Danboyah, ths two hsad
stewards (there are four) whers the nightwatehman comass
from. "He come from Kano, same like Lagos, bilg town, too
mueh big, not like this bush vlace!™ Thsy were tremendously
impréazsad by the gize and magnilicence of the watchman's
home town, The watchman ls a ghostly figure by night, in
flowing robes and turban, always earrylng - native gpaar
through ths quiet garﬁen.

We took a long walk through the moors and over ths
rocks thie morning., We saw many lovely secarlet birds and
gome tiny onase, irridsescent blaeck, whiech hang upside down
on flowere and suck the honey. We waved at a2 yprocession

five Pagan ladice, each with a baby on her baek, 2
bubkot on her fenny, and nothing else. I wonder they
don't freeze to demth. We passed - bank of violebts
ﬂiﬂuvn on-a roeky hillside, and it was a beautiful bluse
morhing. ,

This afternoon we vislted the veterinary Station at

Vom, saw a horrisd edllsetion of tsetse flles (dsad),
Blaek kiambas (likewise) and looksd through a microscope

at Rindepest dacilla. Wse went on to the Lairy, saw a
lady meking cheese, swa the sclentifie nlrgary, and the new
Government Veterinary bollage. The hsad of the Station is
rightful proud of the five new bulldings, and sad about
about their shtudénte. ILach unmarrisd studsnt gets a good
sized new clean room to himself, four pounds a month plus
board during the three ysear courss. The married students
get mors mondy and two rooms plus kitchen vrivileges.
There are two enormous - mess rooms and two modern
kitchens with stewards to walt on them. They have to

nove two messes bscauee the southsrn boys won't sat with
-~ the northernsrs, and lnsiast on garile and yams instead of
the loeal ehep whieh 1s indigsnous and therefore cheapsr.

July 24

Lagt night we went to the palatial rasidsncse of
Colonel Tim Foley, the richest man in Nigeria. Tin, as
usufi. He ies 2 poor Australisn by birth. His residencs
is prlatial as heck but it was so co0ld you could almost
see your breath. The Colonel has one whiskey soda and
gix pink gins before dinner, and we cam@ to shars some
of it. I had what they call a "Shandy", which 1s half
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gingar beer and half real baer, I acqulred 2 passion Tor
besr on the boat coming over Lecouege it wAs so scares and
averyona slse liksed it so much., It 1s still so very
searce (at lanst good baer 1s) that I am in no dmnger of
gatting o beer barrel tummy, but I hatse 4o think of my
aventurl plrth should I sver live where bssr Tlowa frssly.
The only bser {othar then & few pracious bottlss of Pabst
that Mr, Lynch givas us) 1s Conogo bear from Leopoldvills.
Congo beer 1s rsaliadbly repvorted to be Hitlar's sacret
wsapon, and one or two glasszss ls quite, quitse enough.,
Howsver mixed with ginger beer it 1s palatabls. Colonsl
Jim was amuged by the sad saga of our advanbtures on the
Nigerian railway, and relatsd the tale of a woman whosse
train was deloyed at Ikorin Tor several wesks. She asked
the conduetor whsther thay could hope to arrive a2t Kano
within Egéﬁpaxt wesk or sc. Doubtiful, rsvlisd the conductor,
vy oefrible, becauss 2 you see I am going to have &
baby very soon! Well, sald the conductor, ycu shouldn't
have gotten on ths Nigerilan rellway in thet condition, ny
poor woman] I didn't said she.

We took a long ride out to & place callsd Barakin
Ledil yesterday, whers William and Mr. Arnel visited 2 tin
mine whlle Mrs. Arnal and I called on an o0ld woman named
Cook, who 1ls quite & character. Shs lives with her tin
mining hushand in a rambling o0ld housé, not at all neat,
whiech is surroundsd by £ rambling expauss of flourishins
gardsna.

Her daughtsr pridss herssalf on not having
bought 2 singls new garment to gst married in, so the
whols family's quasr,

[A page or two of the original may be missing]

7of7 I 0001 Selections letter template.doc



